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perfect decorum and even privacy is observed in these matters in the village. Though the village women go about freely, there is never any molestation of them, and the men, in their own rough and ready way, show a chivalrous spirit that is not noticed by those who only look at life from a superficial point of view. All crimes., social or legal, against women in a village, are committed by strangers, but they are not many. Of course, the lot of the Indian woman requires improvement in many ways; but so does that of the Indian man, and, taking them altogether, we ought to be very cautious in judging either sex. Their lives are as happy as possible under the circumstances. The social evils of the joint family system are responsible for much friction between mothers-in-law and daughters-in-law, and for many attempted suicides on the part of the latter; but that Is a large question, and need not detain us here,
It may be asked: If the men do not come to the well to draw water, and if they have their own meeting-places in the village, why should they come to the well at all? The answer is that the water which the women draw is mostly for drinking and cooking purposes. The bathing is all done at the well. Ablutions form a great feature in Oriental life. Every Hindu of the better classes is supposed to bathe before every meal, and he does not bathe at home, but comes to the well, divests himself of all his clothes